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Project title

Biodiversity Assessment in LTER sites. BALTER.

From theory to practice: selected CBD Headline Indicators implementation at European LTER sites.
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I. Administrative details

Applicant / Coordinator – Partner 1
LTER-ITALY
Research Institute / Company

National Forest Service, National Research Council Status: private or public

Department

Address

..........

..........

Researchers in charge

E-mail.........Web-site...........................




(Hypothesis of other participants)
Applicant /  Partner 2


UK- LTER (?)
Research Institute / Company

CEH 
Status: private or public

Department

Address

..........

..........

Researchers in charge

E-mail.........Web-site...........................

Applicant /  Partner 3


LTER-SLOVAKIA (?)
Applicant /  Partner 4


LTER-HUNGARY (?)
Applicant /  Partner 5


LTER-AUSTRIA (?)
Applicant /  Partner 6


LTER-CZECH REPUBLIC (?)
II. Project description (2 A4 pages, 11 pt)
Background
The present Project proposal is based on most recent initiatives on biodiversity research across Europe: SEBI 2010 Process, LTER EuropeNetwork, ALTER-Net NoE.

The continuing loss of biological diversity and its components is an issue of global concern. Helping to halt the loss of biodiversity in European ecosystems is one of the main objective of the the Pan-European initiative SEBI 2010 (Streamlining European Biodiversity Indicators by 2010, http://biodiversity-chm.eea.europa.eu/ ), launched in 2004. Its aim is to develop a European set of biodiversity indicators to assess and inform about progress towards the European 2010 targets.

Under the umbrella of the SEBI2010 process, a set of 26 biodiversity Indicators (Headline Indicators) has been developed (including data sources,  methodologies, spatial coverage, temporal trend and acceptance and intelligibility). Some Indicators directly track the impact on a component of biodiversity, whereas others reflect threats to biodiversity, its sustainable use and integrity. The set as a whole can be used to help assessing the effect of various sectors and sectoral policies on biodiversity (EEA Technical Report / no 11/2007).
The main aim of the present Project proposal is to test the suitability of an agreed set of biodiversity Headline Indicators for direct implementation in selected LTER sites in Europe.

LTER Europe (Long Term Ecological Research Europe) consists of various monitoring and research facilities, setting a Network across Europe, which data can be profitably used to accomplish research questions on several environmental topics.
The European LTER Network, up to 2007, includes 17 countries, 14 of which are EU Members: Czech Republic, Hungary, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Ukraine, Austria, France, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, United Kingdom, Finland. Biodiversity loss is a relevant research trend according to LTER strategy.
ALTER-Net (“A Long-term Biodiversity, Ecosystem and Awareness Research Network” - http://www.alter-net.info/ ) is a NoE funded under the EU Sixth Framework Programme.
Within ALTER-Net, RA2 Task Group 2 (TG2) was a specific targeted working group for “Biodiversity assessment in LTER sites”, whose work had the aim of a survey of research and monitoring activities carried out in LTER facilities across Europe, that could contribute to implement the EU biodiversity Headline Indicators. 
In this way, TG2 initiative got a “picture” of biodiversity monitoring/research LTER facilities across Europe, specifically focused mainly on parameters relevant to CBD Headline Indicators. Results of TG2 allowed to focus on a core set of Indicators (which were considered relevant according to a top rank list) and on a limited group of LTER countries (which considered those Indicators relevant for biodiversity monitoring); those Indicators and those LTER national Network are at the base of the present proposal. 
Project work plan
The present Project proposal will be based on two Headline Indicators, one considering biological diversity directly on a taxon-based approach and one measuring an abiotic pressure on biodiversity:
-species abundance indicator, (HI n°11), splitted in its two components 

> occurrance of climate sensitive species (Indicator n° 11 in SEBI2010 Process)

> occurrance of invasive alien species (Indicator n°10 in SEBI2010 Process)  
-critical load exceedance for N (HI n°9 in SEBI2010 Process)

Project participants will allow coverage of relevant biogeographical regions and habitat types across Europe:

AUSTRIA:
Biogeog. Region: Alpine

Habitat Type: Forest 
ITALY: 
Biogeog. Region: Mediterranean
Habitat Type: Forest, marine, inland water

UK:

Biogeog. Region: Atlantic

Habitat Type: Grassland, etc
Czech R.:
Biogeog. Region: Continental
Habitat Type: Inland water (hypothesis)
HUNGARY:
Biogeog. Region: Pannonian

Habitat Type: Inland water (hypothesis)

SLOVAKIA:
Biogeog. Region: Pannonian, Alpine
Habitat Type: inland unvegetated (hypothesis)

Work Packages:

WP1: Title: Coordination/ Duration: 2 years/ Applicant: LTER-Italy

WP2: Title: Measurements selection/ Duration: 8 months/ Applicant: all 

WP3: Title: Sites selection/ Duration: 8 months/ Applicant: all 
WP4: Title: Standard methodologies/ Duration: 12 months/ Applicant: all 
WP5: Title: Test Phase/ Duration: 4 months/ Applicant: selected LTER Networks (on the basis of selected sites)
WP6: Title: Data analysis/ Duration: 6 months/ Applicant: LTER-ITALY + all
WP7: Title: Reporting and dissemination/ Duration: 6 months/ Applicant: LTER-ITALY+all
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III. Scientific Publications
Top 5 scientific publications of the applicants relevant to the Project

Coordinator:
1) “Aspects of biodiversity in selected forest ecosystems in Italy”




2) “ Biodiversity under Threat”




3).........




4).........




5).........

Partner 2

Partner 3 .........etc
IV. Budget
Costs per partner and requested funding budget (in Euro, incl. VAT)

Partner
A- Total costs/expenses
B- Requested funding budget
Funding Rate

Partner 1

Partner 2

Partner 3

Partner 5

...

Total.............. about 1 Million Euro
Duration of the project: 

2009-2010

Breakdown of total project costs per partner (in Euro, incl.VAT)



Salaries
Travelling
Overhead
Consumables
Equipment
Other

Partner 1

Partner 2

Partner 3

Partner 5

V. Potential reviewers
Please suggest 3 potential reviewers that are in no way linked to your research project

Portugal (contact name to be selected)

Someone from UN-ECE CLRTAP ICP-Forests Programme Coordination Centre (PCC)
Someone from UN-ECE CLRTAP ICP-IM  Programme Coordination Centre (PCC)
